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THOMAS KODNEY. 

BY SIMON GRATZ, ESQ. 

(Continued from page 65.) 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Washington, M. T. May 2 d . 1809. 
My dear Son 

Yours of the 19 th of March came to hand by the Mail 
before last but I was absent when the Mail returned — 
My advice respecting yourself you will find in a former 
Letter. The appointments ment d . by you Came on in 
the papers before your Letter — I doubt whether the 
government can part with M r . Grallatin Conveniently 
at this Important Crisis at least — His turn of mind 
sutes his office and he is a Vigilent officer & pays great 
attention to his department in and altho he is not a 
favorite of mine I shall not deny him what he merits — 
I like Economy but not that partial kind which deals 
out money too liberal in some directions and too 
nigardly in others — Genuine Economy is uniform and 
always (in governments) aught to be Impartial [?] for 
as Constitutionally public money is a Compensation for 
public Services — it aught always to be in proportion to 
the services — The Partial Repeal of the Embargo has 
been of no benefit here to the Price of Cotton — It got 
up to 13 dols but has fallen again to ten a hundred — 
By our latest accounts (to wit to the 16 th of Jan y .) the 
French have beat the Brittish out of Spain so that no 
doubt the Emperor is in full possession of that Country 
— I presume this will bring about Peace unless Eng- 
land should Determine to defend the Spanish American 
Colonies, who seem to aim at Independence (which I 
wish them to obtain) but in this Case Napoleon will 
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turn all his force against England herself in good 
Earnest to destroy hjr. Present my Respects to M r . 
Poindexter. I am sorry lie did not succeed but tell him 
that such things sometimes turn out for the better in 
the End — I mentioned to Major Carter & M r . Stark his 
being in want of money and they are Exerting them- 
selves to dispose of his Cotton to the best advantage. 
I have not written to M r . P. D. Expecting that if he was 
appointed he would have Come on but will write as I 
now presume he will attend the Ensuing Sessions of 
Congress. 

Judge Leak rides the Spring Circuit but as soon as 
the Supreme Court is over will set off for his family 
and probably will not return till next Spring so that 
the laboring oar will fall on me again unless our new 
Judge M r . Martin Comes on — Gen 1 . "Wilkinson is at 
Orleans and as the Brittish are busy in the French West 
Indies, will probably have nothing to do, and it is said 
will move most of the troops to this territory on ace', 
of their health but your information will be better than 
mine on this subject — We have had green peas here 
two weeks, and my wheat will be fit to cut this week — 
Wheat that grows here is equal to that of Delaware or 
Maryland — and the ground produces more. I raised 
last year about 45 bush 8 on an acre & a half and this 
year 1 acre will produce 20 to 25 bus 1 . 

I have not heard from Dover or Delaware for a long 
time — Know not what has become of them — 

Thomas Rodney 

P. S. The People of this Territory are a mixed mul- 
titude and Include a great Variety of Caractors among 
those are Some who Fled here to the Brittish in the 
Early part of our Revolution — Some who came while 
the Spaniards Ruled here — There are too renegades 
from the States who having been punished there fly 
here where they are not known — Some of them reform 
and become good Citizens — others pursue their Evil 
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way and give our Courts some trouble — But the far 
greater part of the Citizens are good Republicans and 
are animated by a firm active and Energetic Spirit of 
Patriotism not Exceeded in any of the States — They 
turned out to oppose Burr's Conspiracy with such 
readiness and alacraty as Military Men that nothing 
more [torn] have been asked of them — Yet [torn] they 
approved the general tenor of the [torn] President's 
Conduct they were Induced by some Circumstances to 
believe that his Mind had been prejudiced in some 
Degree by Misrepresentations against the Inhabitants 
of this Territory — This they Attributed to person who 
they thought did not Merit so much of his Confidence — 
There are few more generally acquainted with the 
People here than I am — and I believe that on any 
ardent & just occasion the Republicans would support 
the General Government with as much Energy and 
Alacraty as any part of the Union I mention this to 
dispel any unfavorable Ideas that may have been 
Entertained at Head Quarters — In fact this territory 
is the Bullwork of the western Country. 

T. R. 

Thomas Rodney to Ccesar A. Rodney. 

Town Washington M. T. Sept r . 30 th 1809. 
My dear Son 

I flattered myself some time ago with the hope of 
having it in my power to visit my friends in Delaware 
next Winter but Judge Leak went off for his family 
last June and is not expected back Untill next Spring; 
and Judge Martin of N. C. our new Judge has not yet 
arrived nor is it known here when he will come — I re- 
ceived a Letter from him in July in which he proposed 
being here in that month but July, August & September 
have passed away and we have heard nothing further 
from him, so that the whole duties of the Superior 
Judiciary have remained on my Hands since May, and 
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I have three or four Counties yet to hold the fall Cir- 
cuit Courts in two others I have already passed through. 
It is not only Expensive but laborious to be on the Cir- 
cuit and sit alone for better than two months, Espe- 
cially in such Uncomfortable Court Houses as we have 
yet in this new Country — I sincerely hope that when 
there is occasion to appoint another judge for this Ter- 
ritory that some gentleman of the Law in the Territory 
will be preferred — Our gentlemen at the bar here are 
numerous and many of them not inferior to any that 
Can be had in the States who would come to this 
Country. 

Special Pleading is adhered to in our Courts perhaps 
with as much Strictness Elegance and propriety as in 
any of the States, so that Even the Young Lawyers 
are obliged to read their books and be very attentive 
to their business or want bread — beside there are sev- 
eral gentlemen in the territory who have read the Law 
but have declined the practice — I have said this much 
because for 4 years past I have felt the burthen and 
inconvenience both to myself, by being left so often 
alone, and to the people by the delay of their business 
as it requires two Judges to hold the Supreme Court 
and there are so many Counties that one judge unless 
he had an Iron Constitution Cannot attend them all the 
full time required to git through the business of each — 
But the unfortunate situation of the Country for want 
of a market makes delay at present no very great in- 
convenience^ — Indeed there is so little money, and the 
Country so much in debt that if the Courts were to go 
through their business, the Country would be in a great 
measure ruined ; for the most wealthy people in it can- 
not pay their debts at this time — Yet when this is the 
Case Suits are always multiplied. 

"We hear that the Brittish Minister which was prom- 
ised to settle all our Differences has arrived — But after 
the principles they have avowed; and their Condem- 
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nation of the Conduct of M r . Erskine, what can they 
propose that will not condemn their own Cabinet or 
offend ours? Their disposition has been uniformly 
offensive toward the U. S. since the Peace of 1783 to 
this time — is the outrage they have Committed on the 
Conduct of their own Minister because he Endeav 4 . to 
assuage the irretation, any Evidence of their Inten- 
tion to propose anything reasonable or Acceptable to 
us? Certainly not. What then is left for us to do? 
Must we shut ourselves up in our own Country and all 
our Surplus produce, and all our Shiping be left to 
rot and waste on our hands? The People Indeed have 
bourne this, while there was a prospect of its produc- 
ing advantageous Effects, but will the Enterprising 
Spirit and Industry of the Americans bare to have 
their hands always tied? I presume not — What Else 
can they do? Is it not time after so many outrages, 
and provocations for them to range all their Marshal 
spirit, all their Virtue & Patriotism, all their Energy 
and fire, and Present a firm, bold, determined and war- 
like Front to Great Brittain; and tell them as we did 
heretofore, that since Every peaceable and persuavive 
Measure has faild, we are prep aired to defend our 
rights at the point of the Bayonet? 

But I still hope that the people will Confide in the 
wisdom of our government, and that they will pursue 
those measures that will be most calculated to secure 
the safety and promote the prosperity of our Country. 

General Wilkinson and a Considerable part of the 
army are Expected at Fort Dearbourn near this town 
in a few days — The Gen 1 , wishes to reside in town but 
will find it difficult to git a House that will be Con- 
venient — It has been more sickly here than usual — The 
new Gov r . has been sick almost Ever since he came, and 
his fevers still pursue him but Intermit — I have had 
several short attacks but as I am my own Physician, 
I soon git well ; yet I have to avoid the sun as much as 
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possible as the heat of the Climate is the Chief adver- 
sary — The Gov r . has appointed M r . Shields Att y . Gen- 
eral of the Territory — he has attended in that office at 
the Circuit Courts in the two uper Counties, and ac- 
quitted himself very handsomly. Since I wrote to you 
last I have visited the Walnut hills, and two small 
tracts of land I have there — two young gentlemen of 
the bar went up with me, M r . Sturgers of Kentucky, 
and M r . W. D. Winston of Virginia. We had three 
Fishing parties on the great fishing Lake while up ; and 
Caught an abundance of fine Fish; and had our feast 
served up on the bank, near a fine spring of sweet 
water — but while up and Endeavour g . to Explore the 
Country round my own land one very warm day, the 
Cane was so strong and thick that we could not pro- 
ceed far — Yet not liking to be disappointed I fatigued 
myself into a fever which returned after Intermitting 
the third time before I attempted to Check it. Then 
I began with the White Oak bark tea made cold and 
very weak — and the Fever was off in less than 2 days — 
and Indeed Ceased Immediately to Interrupt my rid- 
ing — Since I have been here, I have found it far more 
Efficatious than the Peruvian bark, & so do all who use 
it and it is much pleasanter being neither bitter nor 
sour. Its cooling Estringency is what subdues the 
fever — It must be put in Cold water and will be strong 
Enough to take in ten minutes — M r . G. Eoss of Orleans 
but formerly of Pensylvania Called to see me yesterday 
and said he passed 2 or 3 months in Delaware and left 
you well — This is the first I have heard of you for 
several months Past Except by Major Carter on his 
return. He informed me that M r . & M rs . Poindexter 
Intended to spend the summer at Winchester so that 
I suppose you will not see them till Congress meets; 
before which time I shall write to him if the Courts do 
not prevent it. Give my love to Susan [torn] Children 
— I can only say I wish to see them, without having 
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any prospect of it at present — bnt when Leake and 
Martin both arrive, I think I may be Excused in a trip 
to Delaware — Present my respects to the President 
If he remembers their fate in 1781, he will not dread the 
Brittish in 1810. 

Thomas Eodney 
P. S. Stuborn facts show that Napoleon got a sore 
drubbing on the Danube — but it will only retard the 
fate of Austria & Spain a little longer — Bonaparts 
Mission will probably not end untill he Restores the 
Jews as he has promised to do — When Providence de- 
signs to destroy a Nation it turns their wisdom into 
folly — The Conduct of G. B. Indicates that they how- 
ever Potent at present, are in the road to Destruction. 
The IT. S. thrown into the scale of her Enemies must 
bare her down. 

Thomas Rodney to WUliam Dvrnie, 
Editor of the Aurora, Philadelphia. 

Town of Washington M. T. Nov r . 3 d 1810 
D r . Sir 

I sincerely thank you for the firm and steady manner 
in which you have advocated and supported the Union, 
and the Federal Government of the United States ; and 
for the firm and Constant watch and guard which you 
have kept against the Tyrany and wicked designs of 
Great Brittain; for she in fact is our only Enemy, our 
only inveterate adversary; the only Power in Europe 
which wishes and seeks to subvert our Union and Inde- 
pendence : All Europe beside are Interested in our wel- 
fare and Independence, and of Course are our friends ; 
well knowing that while we maintain our Union and 
Independence the Naval Tyrant of the Seas can never 
prostrate the World again at his feet — As to the Sons 
of Erin Let them fly to America as fast as they can; 
they never can Expect to Enjoy Liberty under the 
Brittish Government; and we have Vacant Lands sufifi- 
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cient for them all where they will enjoy all the Sweets 
of Liberty — And they deserve to be received with open 
arms by the Americans, from the noble part which most 
of them, then among us, acted in our Eevolution — and 
from the friendly dispositions which those now in Erin 
shewed in favor of our Liberty and Independence — As 
to the Floridas, we aught to acquire them in some way 
— Yet the Mode or Manner of doing this must be left 
to the Federal Government; But Every Citizen has a 
right to advise them on this head. I would not take any 
undue advantage of the present disordered State of the 
Spanish Empire; but as there can be little doubt but 
that the Emperor of the French will accomplish the 
Conquest of Old Spain and Portugal in Europe, I am 
Clearly of Opinion that if the Spanish Colonies in 
America have the Spirit and Courage to assert their 
Independence, it will be the Interest and even the duty 
of the United States to befriend them. 

I am with friendly respect 

Y r . most obedient 

Thomas Rodney 

N. B. You may make such use of this letter as you 
think proper; but need not Expose my name unless you 
think it material. 

Note — In 1722 there were about 200 Inhabitants at 
New Orleans, The Chief Fort however was on the Mobil 
— The governm'. had been on Isle Measure or Cat 
Island — but the harbor being stoped up was removed 
to the mainland on the Coast of Beloxi about 14 leagues 
to the west of Mobile between Pensacola & Pearl 
Bivers — It is called 27 leagues from Mobile to Pensa- 
cola and from that to St. Joseph 20 leagues ; and from 
that to St Marks on the Appacacha River 30 leagues 
All this barren Coast of Land is Sandy but the waters 
abounds with fine fish and Oysters and the Islands with 
game — wild fowl Larks and Woodcocks. 

Charle Voiux Vorager 
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In the Latter part of 1722 Bienville, then G-ov r . of 
Louisiana moved the Seat of Governmt. to N. Orleans — 
Pensacola had been taken by the French in 1720 — but 
at the Peace of 1722 was restored to the Spaniards — 
and held by them untill Ceded to Britton in 1763. The 
Canadian French first discovered the Misisipi in 1763 
at the Illinois — and in 1682 Mon r . De Salle Descended 
that Great Biver to its mouth — 

The Country of the Arkanzas or Arkansaw is Dis- 
scribed by Charle Voiux and Boisour as well as De la 
Viga to be the finest in Louisiana. 

Thomas Rodney to Gasar A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington, M. T. Nov r . 7 th . 1810. 
My dear Son 

For three or four days past the weather has been 
Cool and moist after a drouth of 3 months, and for 
many weeks the atmosphere has been a mere Cloud of 
dust and of course unfavorable to those who were sick 
and low, yet it has not been generally to say sickly — 
Since the cool moist weather set in it has braced me 
considerably and I feel much better and begin to Eat 
and increase a little in Strength but am still so weak 
can take but little Exercise — Col. Tilton arrived at 
Orleans after a Voiage of 4 weeks and four days — He 
wrote to me the 26 th of last month that he would Cross 
the Lakes and be at the Landing on this side on Satur- 
day last (the 3 d of this Instant) so that I expect him 
here this Evening or tomorrow — The old Begister 
T. H. Williams is now here and will be ready to deliver 
over the Becords and Office Papers to the new Begister 
— The former being now Collector of the Port of Or- 
leans was to have been there by the 20 th of last month 
but was taken very ill here and is still Confined. I told 
him of Col. Tiltons appointment to succeed him here 
in the Begisters Office and he wished the Col. to arrive 
before he left here that he might Deliver over the Office 
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Eecords & papers himself which will now be the Case — 
M r . Poindexter was at Orleans when Col. Tilton ar- 
rived there but was to sail (I believe for Baltimore) 
the 27 th of last month — Young Eobert Benvist brother 
to Mrs. Shields goes round with Poindexter to complete 
his Education at the University of Philad*. And his 
friends (as they design him for the Law) are very De- 
sirous that he should read & study that Science in your 
office and under your direction. They were anxious 
that I should write to you by him but I was not well 
enough to write when they left here; and I advised 
them that you could hardly reply positively to his ap- 
plication to study with you untill you shall know how 
he Conducts himself at the University — I think Bobert 
has promising talents, and he has generally Conducted 
himself Prudently here where he had all his friends 
around him and has been I am informed anxious to 
learn, but as I was not at the last Examination of our 
Schools I do not know how far he is advanced in his 
Education — Young Bobert Dunbar Unkle to Mrs. 
Shields has also gone on to the University of Philad*. 
but his Parents and friends have said nothing to me 
respecting him, tho all the family, which is very large, 
are very friendly toward me, and are most of them 
wealthy Planters — Both these boys have hansome 
Property that with Industry & Economy (for which the 
family are remarkable) may become wealthy in this 
country The Country between the Arkinsaw and the 
Great Biver Misisipi is reported by De la Viga (De 
Sotos Historian) by Carle Voiux and by Boson to be 
the Bichest and finest tract of Country in all Louisiana. 
I am anxious if I recover my health to git round next 
spring to see if one (or a Company) could not procure 
a tract of Land in that part of the Country (which was 
lately Ceded to the United States by the Osage Nation) 
which would make it worth while to form a Consider- 
able Settlement there. If this Could be done I would on 
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my Beturn Explore that part of this Country, and fix 
on the most Eligible part to lay out such a tract and 
form a Settlement — The tract of fine Country is large 
and few or no Indians in it, and no white people only 
low down on the Arkinsaw, and on the banks of the 
Misisipi. Whereas the finest part of the Country lies 
higher up the Arkinsaw and between the Low Grounds 
of that Eiver and the Misisipi. The Land is high and 
level and much like our lands in Little Creek and Duck 
Creek necks as to soil — The Pecans and other nut and 
fruit trees grow over it and all the timber, and trees 
are fine and flourishing; And the Climate is pleasant 
and Calculated to produce all sorts of Valuable Ar- 
ticles — Grain, Tobacco, Indigo, Cotton, and all the 
finest kinds of fruit and Especially Vines &f.& e .S^. and 
is well watered. When De Soto passed through it there 
was no part of Florida near so popular — It was Cov- 
ered with Cities & Villages;, hut subsequent Indian 
Wars & the Small Pox has left not a Village Standing 
in it but a few of the Osarks or Akansas near the mouth 
of the Arkinsaw. 

There were no French Grants in that Country I be- 
lieve ( ?) [torn] but that of Mr. Law which was after- 
wards Surrendered to the India Company and seems 
to have been long since relinquished for I do not find 
that any of the old large Grants made by the French 
during the Misisipi Bubble has been Claimed, since 
western Lousiana, was Ceded to Spain in 1763 — but 
there is some small Spanish Grants on the lower part 
of the Arkinsaw and one pretty large one to old M r . 
Winters which Extends to White Eiver — as I am in- 
formed — but the finest part of the Country is above all 
these — In 1787 I might have [torn] one hundred mile 
square on the west bank of the Misisipi on [torn] own 
terms and was much pressed to accept of such a grant 
[torn] Spanish Ambassador; which would have in- 
cluded all or most of that fine part of the Country; but 
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I would not hold such a Grant under a Dispot — There 
are numerous Salt Lakes a long the Arkinsaw, by which 
means I have no doubt but I could raise as fine fish 
and oysters there as the world affords — but this Ex- 
periment has never yet been tried at any of the Salines 
in our western Country tho there is no doubt with me 
of its Success when properly managed not only Salt- 
water fish & oysters but Lobster, Crabs and Clams, 
&c.&c. may be raised there without much Expense — 

I feel no Axiety to Enrich myself but it would give 
me pleasure to do something for our young rising flock. 

Thomas Eodney 

N. B. I have always been remarkable Lucky in draw- 
ing prizes in Lotteries. I therefore wish you to pro- 
cure me three Tickets in Washington Monument Lot- 
tery with my name on them and advise me of their num- 
bers^ — and I will send you a draft on the bank at 
Philad* next Month or in Jan y . for $30 — In doing this 
I shall Contribute to raising a Memorial in honor of the 
old General and stand a chance of acquiring ten, twenty, 
thirty or fifty thousand Dollars to myself. 

T. E. 

Thomas Rodney to Cmsar A. Rodney. 

M. T. Town of Washington Nov r . 14 th 1810 
My dear Son 

I wrote my last mail, but since that, to wit on Satur- 
day last, Col. Tilton arrived in good health & Spirits. 
He resides at my House, and is to move the Eecords 
and Papers &c of his office up to my House to-day. 
They would have been here by this time, but a light 
rain prevented in Deed he would have moved them be- 
fore but the old Eegister T. H. W. (The now Collector 
of the Port of Orleans) was here in town very sick — 
by Col. Tilton I received Letters from several of my 
grand children which I shall answer— The Collector of 
Orleans has been here since August last, three or four 
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weeks ago he accidentally fell out of a Gallery about 
ten feet high and fell on his head, which laid him up 
three or four days, after which he got better, and In- 
tending to be at Orleans by the 20 th of last month he 
went over the River to arrange his business at his 
Plantation before he went away; on his Return here 
he was Seized with a violent Fever, which opperated 
Violently on his head; and no doubt proceeded from 
the Injury Sustained by his fall before mentioned. He 
still Continues 111, and there is some loubt of his re- 
covery — If that office should become Vacant no doubt 
there will be many applicants, but as the Government 
have had a recent Instance of the bad Effect of appoint- 
ing random Carracters to such offices, I presume the 
President will wish to appoint a Person whose Prin- 
ciples, Integrity and faithful honesty, may be depended 
on — Hitherto I have Objected to living at Orleans, but 
have now been longer enough in this Country to dis- 
cover that it is as pleasant, and as healthy, as this part 
of the Country; and Enjoys many advantages we do 
not have — I have suffered here for want of fish and 
oysters which are plenty there ; and almost Everything 
can be had Cheaper there than here, whether coming 
there oversea or down the River; besides if I was there 
it would be more Convenient to send such things to my 
friends in Delaware, than from here — and the only office 
I would accept there would better Enable me to do this 
That of Governor, Collector or that of District Judge — 
Either of which I would accept when Vacant — If the 
President should see proper to appoint me — but I would 
not accept of any office there which would oblige me 
to Execute those abominable Dispotic Laws which are 
passed by the French in that Territory; Contrary to 
the Principles of the Governm*. of the United States — 
Indeed if I was Governor I never would Consent to 
such, or approve Laws that are Calculated only to make 
it a French Province again — And in my opinion the U. 
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S. had better transfer it to France at once than to make 
it a State Untill the American Settlers become more 
numerous than the French — This Information and that 
respect 8 , offices is for yonrself only; and only to be 
acted on when any occasion happens to give the oper- 
tunity — therefore you will bare it in mind Dear Caesars 
Cloaths are packed np in his trunk, and ready to go 
round but I think it best to detain them nntill the Spring 
when there will be less risk by sea — and as they are 
mostly summer cloaths, they will be useless till then — 
I continue to mend slowly, but think I have gained 
faster since I had my old friend and Companion Col. 
Tilton with me — yet I remain so week that I can Exer- 
cise but Little — I have learned an Indian Eemedy for 
the Gravel, which is Equal if not Superior, as a Dis- 
solvent and Diuritic to the Lorrel hill Vine ; and pos- 
sesses greater animating and Exhilerating qualities — 
So that if the Doctors had been able to have Expelled 
dear little Caesar's fever I had no doubt of my being 
Competent to have Eradicated his old Complaint in a 
short time Doct r . Daniel and Doctor Rollins, thought 
his Complaint the gravel ; but Doct r . Cox thought it an 
Incrustation of the blader; and mentioned that he had 
seen several Cases of that kind; yet this would have 
made no difference, as to the Effect of the Eemedy I 
have mentioned — It is a small shrubby plant which does 
not grow here, but grows abundantly in the southern 
part of "West Florida, toward the seashore. It is pretty 
much like box and is the remedy used for the Venereal 
disease by the Indians — They also call it, when made 
into tea, the Liquor of Valour on account of its ani- 
mating and Exhilirating Effects — The leaves are first 
cured in the sun or over some Coals — and then boiling 
water is poured on them as in making other teas ; and it 
must be taken warm. 

Present my love to Susan and the Children, and to 
Sister Sally if still at your House. — 

Thomas Rodney 
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P. S. Our Territorial Legislature is now Sitting in 
this town but I believe have not Compleated any busi- 
ness yet — The Governor and all the publick officers who 
reside here are well — Col. Cushing with five Gunboats, 
and three Companies of the Second Eegiment I believe 
are on their way to Mobile, but why he has been ordered 
there I Do not know — That part of West Florida west 
of Pearl Eiver are said to be quietly Enjoying Inde- 
pendence — Gov r . Folk has sent to Cuba for assistance 
to subdue them, but we are informed here that those 
for Independence in Cuba are most numerous and are 
for following the Example of west Florida — Some dis- 
turbance in Cuba is not Improbable as the Marquis of 
Sumeralis is removed and a New Governor to take his 
place. I see by the Election of Col. J. Hazlet for Gov- 
ernor that Delaware is looking up once more. 

T. E. 

Thomas Rodney to Cwsar A. Rodney. 

M. T. town of Washington Nov r . 20 th 1810 
My dear Son 

I rested better last night and feel better this morning 
than I have done since I was taken sick — I Considered 
the Medicine recommended by you but none of it suited 
my Constitution or habit — I have used nothing but what 
this Country itself affords — It abounds in medicinal 
plants affording medicine for almost every disease this 
Climate is subject to — pukers, purgatives, sodarifics, 
and Estringents, I have used only the white oak bark 
tea to Check and Control my fever for which purpose 
it is far superior to the Jesuits bark — I have used the 
sweet gum balsam to Check and Control an ugly Cough 
and Expectoration which was troublesome — and some- 
times the alkaline balsam to regulate the stomach, and 
the Castor oil dissolved by alkali to regulate the bowels 
the parrunchrista is native and abundant here and any 
quantity of that oil might be made here— I found that 
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the sweet gum bark tea, the parsimon bark tea or the 
white oak bark tea would check my lax but caused by 
that means the bile to accumulate or a sour acid, and 
disorder the stomach, but since the oranges have got 
ripe and Came up here I have taken to drinking orange 
beverages sweeted by loaf sugar, plentifully; and this 
by its Diuretic operation has stoped my lax without 
injuring my stomach. There is a plant which grows 
abundantly in west Florida near the sea which I have 
no doubt is Equal if not superior to the Lorrel hill vine 
for the gravel — It is a powerfull Dissolvent and Diur- 
retic as well as Sodorific and is equal if not superior 
to opium in Exhilirating the animal Spirits — I had no 
doubt had dear Little Caasar got over his fever but that 
this plant when got, would soon have Eradicated his 
gravelly Complaint but it does not grow in our Terri- 
tory nor are the Doctors here acquainted with it — nor 
have they any other remedy for the stone or gravel ex- 
cept the slow one of the alkali — tho' I know the nitrous 
acid would do this when rendered mild and safe to take 
by other ingredients yet a Vegetable remedy is more 
safe and more convenient to take. The Indians make use 
of the plant above mentioned for the cure of the Vene- 
rial complaint — Dear Caesar's Cloaths are packed in his 
trunk and ready to be sent off, but it being late in the 
Season I think it Safest to send them Early in the 
Spring. 

Col. Tilton arrived here last week and resides with 
me and has moved the Land Office to my House — Has 
got the books & papers arranged and is Doing business. 
He came in good health and still remains well — The 
old Register (now Collector of the port of Orleans) has 
been in this Town since August last when he was about 
to go to Orleans he was taken very 111, and still con- 
tinues so — It is thought that a fall he got about 4 weeks 
ago has been the cause of his Illness — he attempted to 
sit on or lean against the rail of a gallery which stood 
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9 or 10 feet from the ground — It was rotten, gave way 
and lie fell to the Ground head foremost — and since his 
Illness he has Chiefly Complained of his head and he 
looks as if the Injury was dangerous. Since I have been 
sick I have suffered so much for want of fish and 
Oysters, the only things Could have Eaten That I have 
Seriously reviewed the Situation and Climate of Or- 
leans where fish and Oysters are always plenty in 
season — and indeed almost all other articles plentier & 
Cheaper than here. All the French writers who men- 
tion that place say it is Equal in healthyness and pleas- 
antness to the South of France and Even to Mont 
Pillau (?) — This perhaps may be a little exagerating, 
yet from all I have heard of it since I have been here, 
it is at least as healthy as this part of our Territory. 
It is only fatal to strangers who arrive there at an Im- 
proper time or when the Yellow Fever is there; but the 
old Inhabitants are never sickly and seldom take even 
the Yellow fever — And it Enjoys so many advantages 
beyond those this part of the Country affords that my 
old objections to it have Vanished — So that if any Post 
I would accept off should become Vacant there and the 
President should think proper to appoint me, I should 
now prefer Orleans to this place, altho, from the respect 
and regard with which the people of this territory 
have always Expressed and Evidenced toward me I 
should regret leaving them — but I am advancing in 
years and need those Comforts which necessary to my 
health without the mind itself declines, but as yet my 
mind Eetains its Vigor in Eemimbering, Compairing 
and Comprehending Ideas in a much greater Degree 
than I expect to Enjoy at this time of life — In fact my 
nervous System seems yet to retain all its usual tone 
but quickness of bodily motion — Yet I recollect but 
three Posts at Orleans that I would remove there for, 
to wit, that Governor that of Collector or that of Dis- 
trict Judge, for I would not accept a Territorial Judge- 
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ship there to Execute the tyrannical Laws made by the 
French Inhabitants of that Territory Contrary to the 
principles of the Constitution of the United States — 
And if that Territory is made a State before the Amer- 
ican Inhabitants at least equal the French Congress as 
well transfer it to France at once. — If I were at Orleans 
I should be Convenient to send any rarety that this 
Country affords, or other things to my friends in Dela- 
ware — but it is Difficult to do this from here — All ar- 
ticles but a very few that the Land or water affords are 
Cheaper at Orleans than here — but what I have said on 
this Subject is at present only for your own informa- 
tion — and only to be used when you see occasion. When 
any of the offices I have mentioned may happen to be- 
come Vacant — Present my love to Susan & the Chil- 
dren, I shall if well, probably write again by next mail — 
and wrote by the mail before last. 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Omswr A. Rodney. 

Town of Washington M. T. December 4 th 1810 
My dear Son 

I wrote to you the mail before last and by the 3 d mail 
before that — We have had the weather cool for two 
weeks past, accompanied about twice a Week with large 
White Frosts and between them moderate Showers of 
Eain so that I have been mending slowly but am still 
too weak to Exercise much — Hitherto I have thought 
but Little about public affairs, yet in my last Letter 
mentioned my willingness to remove to Orleans in Case 
either of the offices therein mentioned became Vacant 
and the President should think me fit to fill such an 
office so as to make the appointment. This Change of 
Sentiment is out of regard to my own Comfort and 
Convenience, for I eannot Expect to be more respected 
and regarded anywhere than I am and have been by 
the People of this Territory since I first arrived among 
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them — Indeed they seem so much attached to me that 
whenever I mention Visiting my Connections & friends 
in Delaware they always object to it for fear I should 
be Induced not to return — In truth they universally 
seem to view me as the Patriarch and Father of the 
Territory — Hitherto I have been too feeble to attend to 
Politics — but our Troops here lately being put in 
motion Indicates that the Government have determined 
on some degree of Spirited activity — Colonel Cushing 
two weeks ago with three Companies of the Second 
Regiment and six Gunboats descended the Misisipi 
from Natchez — Destined as said for Fort Stodart on 
the Mobile, and two days ago the remainder of the 
Second Regiment moved off to Natchez (with the Artil- 
erists of the new raised Troops from the Cantonment 
near this town) to descend the Misisipi in the Residue 
of the Gunboats ; and the remainder of the New raised 
Troops only wait for boats to follow — but their Desti- 
nation is not generally known here Tho every one Con- 
jectures they are Destined to take possession of west 
Florida, so long neglected to be done by our Govern- 
ment — This measure will receive the Universal appro- 
bation of this part of the Union Even if we had not 
Legal Claims to that Tract of Country it being Essen- 
tial not only that the back Country should have the 
free use of the Rivers and outlets to the sea which 
pass through that District but that we should keep any 
and every foreign power from having the possession 
of that country so as to prevent us from the use of 
those numerous Rivers and outlets which pass through 
it — Various reports are in Circulation here respecting 
the Floridas, one is, that Pensacola has been Delivered 
over to the Brittish, and that the Brittish flag was flying 
on the fort there — another that the Revolutionary Gov- 
ernment of west Florida had sent all the men they could 
raise against Mobile and Pensacola — That one of the 
Kempers with three hundred men had gone on by land 
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to Pensacola and had marched in and taken possession 
of the town without opposition hut that two Brittish 
Officers came out of the Fort and after Conversing with 
them Kemper and his men retired 4 miles backward — 
That Col. Canady a Lawyer of Tombigbee, with the 
Eesidue of the new Government forces and some men 
from Tombigbee and others raised below the line had 
blockaded Mobile on the land side so as to prevent any 
supplies going to the Fort by land but young M r . 
Thomson one of our bar here says he left Pensacola 
Eight days ago, That there was then a Spanish Gar- 
rison there of 150 men — that he called at Mobile, and 
saw Governor Foulke there with a 150 men to defend 
that place, and that Foulke told him he Expected 2000 
Troops from the Havana, and when they arrived he 
should march against Batton Eouge & c . that the Revolu- 
tionary forces had marched with Intent to take both 
Mobile & Pensacola — That they took with them 4 pieces 
of Cannon and two pieces of light-Horse artillery and 
says nothing further of them — how far these reports 
may be Credited I know not, but presume they cannot 
be fully relied on, nor is it material if our Troops have 
orders to take possession of that Country as there can 
be no Force there Competent to withstand them. While 
I was at the Lake three trading Vessels returned there 
from Pensacola — While there they saw the Spanish 
Troops reviewed, and said they amounted to only 300 
men, Diminutive in stature, none of them Exceeding 
5 feet in height and all Washanangoes, and the most 
ordinary looking troops they had ever seen — I believe 
they have received no additional troops since — of 
course even if so disposed they will make but feeble 
opposition to our army — nor do I suppose that the 
Revolutionists of Florida will make any resistance to 
our troops, as the Sentiment when I was at the Lake 
app d . more in favor of our taking possession of West 
Florida than in favor of a Revolution at their own risk. 
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Col. Tilton Continues in great health and is busy every- 
day in his office, as there is hardly a day but more or 
less of the purchasers of public land are paying money 
into the hands of the Treasurer or Eeceiver of the 
TJ. S. for land — 

Present my love to Susan and the Children. I re- 
ceived the History of Chili by Col. Tilton. The last 
letter received from you was dated about the time Col. 
Tilton sailed — have not heard since whether you have 
moved or not. 

Thomas Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to Gmsar A. Rodney* 

Town of Washington M. T. Dec r . 10 th 1810. 
My dear Son 

Two letters will go on to you by the next mail — The 
first was Intended to go by the last but it was so Wet 
and Stormy I could not send to the office — The last of 
our Troops (Except the Sick and Convalescent) left 
here yesterday. The others went by water but the last 
detachment having no boats but what were necessary 
for the baggage & stores, are to march to Fort Adams, 
by Land, and perhaps further for their Destination 
being Unknown here remains as yet a secret — Gen 1 . 
Hampton has not yet arrived but it is said he is to meet 
them on the Eiver to Explain their Destination but 
this being known at head quarters requires nothing said 
on that head to you. Gov r . Claibourne and Gov r . Horns 
have both gone below with, or at the same time of the 
first detachment — and it was rumoured yesterday here 
that Gov'. Claiborne was to Issue a proclamation which 
he had left at Natchez to be printed showing the desti- 
nation of our Troops to take possession of Florida and 
that he the Gov r . was appointed Generallissimo of the 
Expedition with power to call out the Militia of both 

* His last letter — He died Jan. 2, 1811. 
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Territories and to govern Florida after taken posses- 
sion of that no notice was taken of the Revolutionary 
Government there, but that the Gov r . was only to ne- 
gotiate with the Spanish officers &°.& all this seems to 
be a wild kind of random news and seems to amuse the 
public for the moment but as the first detachment has 
been gone now a week the Event of their destination 
must be known here in a few days — I am told today that 
the Presidents Proclamation (not Governor Clai- 
bornes) is published in the Natchez paper of this morn- 
ing but have not yet seen it — Doct r . McDowel informs 
me that he met Gov r . Holms on Fryday last, and M r . 
Freeman (The Surveyor Gen 1 , of this Territory) near 
M r . OConners below the line that Gov r . Claiborne had 
gone down the River from Fort Adams with the Regu- 
lar Troops ; and that Gov r . Holms told him the Doct r . 
that their Destination was Batton Rouge — The Doct r . 
says that the Revolutionists have got 150 of our De- 
serters in the Fort and are well supplied with Cannon 
Arms & Amunition, and he presumes unless a Com- 
promise takes place our Troops will be resisted by the 
new Government — He says also that the New Govern- 
ment have sent 500 men against Mobile — that he was 
at Batton Rouge last week, and they had news that the 
Floridas and the Havanah were delivered by the Span- 
ish Junta to the Brittish and that there was a Brittish 
74 at Pensacola &°. — This however seems to be all ran- 
dom news. I know not what has Induced Gov r . Holms 
and M r . Freeman to venture unattended below the line 
— If the New Government there should resist our 
Troops they may be made Hostages — our first detach- 
ment having left Fort Adams on Fryday may have 
reached Batton Rouge yesterday or Today, so that 
probably the Orleans Mail, the day after tomorrow, 
may inform us what they are about— Dec r . 12 th — M r . 
Snodgrass, a reputable man from Green Ville was at 
my House this morning just after I had read the Presi- 
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dents Proclamation respecting West Florida — M r . 
Snodgrass says he saw a young man at Green Ville 
just returned from Batton Eouge who said he was 
there when M r . Osbourne, (a young man who had been 
sent from here down there by Governor Claibourne 
with the Presidents Proclamation) arrived there that 
he was suffered to read the Proclamation and then the 
Commanding officer ordered him to be Confined in the 
Calabous — that all the new Government Troops ordered 
to Mobile were ordered to return to Batton Rouge and 
that he met 80 of them going there — that there were 
200, of our old Deserts in the Fort, and when the Com- 
manding officer ordered M r . Osbourn to the Calabous 
he Pointed to their Independent Colors flying on the 
flagstaff, and told him it would take a good deal of blood 
to pull them Down — The young man said further that 
on his Return he stoped awhile at St. Francis Ville at 
the mouth of Bayou Sara, where the new Governor 
Skipwith & Legislature were sitting & that he saw Gov r . 
Claibourne & Gov r . Holms there — That several of the 
Citizens of that town were pleased with the project of 
the U. S. taking possession of that Country and had 
taken the Oath of Allegiance to the U. S. but Claiborn 
in talking on the business with a member of the Legis- 
lature, was referred by him to Gov r . Skipwith but Clai- 
born replied he new no such Gov r . [torn] upon being 
informed of this, Skipwith Immediately [torn & cov- 
ered by the seal] Batton Rouge — Gov r . Claiborn left 
there and went over to Point [covered by seal] Coupe 
( ?) but gov r . Holms had set of to go to Batton Rouge 
tho' [covered by seal] had advised him not to go — and 
the young man says if he does go there he will be 
ordered to the Calabous — as they seem determined 
there to Defend their Independence — This however is 
all report — nothing official has arrived here yet — the 
mail probably will bring some thing but too late for 
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me to notice it. Nevertheless it will go on to Govern- 
ment. 

I cannot approve the Idea of annexing that District 
(if we git possession of it) to the Orleans Territory 
for it will be including in that Territory all the Eivers, 
Lakes and outlets to the sea between the Tardala (!) 
and the Sabine which cannot be a wise Eegulation in 
any point of view — In my opinion it would be far more 
wise to connect it to the M. Territory, and then Divide 
the M. T. into two Territories, by a straight North line, 
as drawn from the sea, to the Tenessee line — then all 
these Territories would have ample outlets to the sea. 

Thomas Bodney 



